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ADVERTISEMENT. 


3 following Dis couxs E on the Death 
& of MARSHAL KEITH was publiſhed at 
BERLIN in the year 1760 the impatience of- 
the citizens to ſee the juſt tribute of praiſe; 
which had been paid to the memory of their 
late illuſtrious Governor by their learned Aca-. 
demicians, not. permitting them to wait for its 
appearing of courſe in the next volume of the 
Academy's Memoirs. It may be prefumed, 
that his countrymen will be no leſs anxious to 
behold the gratitude |of foreign nations for the 
benefits which they derived from his virtues, 
and the admiration with which they reviewed 
his numerous and brave exploits. It elevates 
the ſpirit of a Bx1Toxn, to ſee ſuch honour re- 
flected on the Britiſh name. That this ſatiſ- 
faction migli not be confined to thoſe who un- 
derſtand the French language, a tranſlation 
hath been attempted ; literal, indeed, on the 
main,; tho', perhaps, not the worſe calcu- 
lated, on this account, to give the Engliſh rea- 


ADVERTISEMEN x. 


der ſome faint idea of the elegant ſimplicity of 
. the Original. 


Mr FokMEx, the Editor at "A N, in his 
advertiſement, excerpts the following character 
of the MaRxsHAL from Count ALG ARO TT 1˙ 
5th letter of his Saggio di lettere ſopra la Ruſſia, 
addreſſed to Lord Hervey. © KEITH, a man 
of excellent judgment, who, by the ſweetneſs 
and mildneſs of his manners, procured more 
ſubmiſſion. to his orders from the Ruſſian offi- 
cers, tham any other could obtain by ſeverity. 


In the midſt of arms, he did not neglect letters, 
43nd, to the practice of * joined the moſt 
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on the DEATH of - 
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kingdom entirely diſtin& from Ex 6LanD 
till the year 1708 * notwithſtanding that 
its Kings had been ſeated on the Engliſh 
throne from the year 1603. There were there- 
fore in SCOTLAND all the great offices which 


appertain to an independent ſovereignty, and, 
among the reſt, that of MARSHAL. From 


the reign of Malcolm III. and.confequently for 
more than 700 years, this office hath been he- 
reditary in the houſe of KEITH, deſcending 
A Always 


Sauen had continued to be a 
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always to the eldeſt ſon; but the riſe of the fa- 
mily itſelf may be traced back to times of much 
higher antiquity. It is proper to take notice of 
the difference betwixt this . hereditary Marſhal | 
of the kingdom, and the Marſhal of the court, 
which laſt depends on the nomination of the 
reigning Sovereign x. Without attending to 
this diſtinction, the hiſtory of that country might 
appear to be obſcure, when it makes mention 
of two different Marſhals for Scor LA xp, ſub- 
ſiſting at one and the ſame time; one of them 
being Marſhal of the kingdom, and the other, 
of the court. It is unneceſſary to enlarge fur- 
ther on the prerogatives of a family ſo ancient, 
and poſſeſſed of an office of ſuch dignity. King 
James II. advanced them to the rank of EazLs 
in 1458. WILLIAM Earl Marſhal, Lord 
Kz1TH and ALTRE (which two laſt titles are 
* ves 0 by che names of domains 
| depending 


»The chief of the family of Kz1TH is always deſigned 
Mariſchalus-Scotiae, and in ſome few charters from the Kings, 
Mariſcallus Scotiae et Mariſchallus noſter; from which it is 
conjectured, that there were two diſtin employments, . that 
of the kingdom, and that of the King's court, which ſometimes 
might be in the ſame perſon ; and to this day, there are two 


| offices analogous to theſe in other ſtates of Europe, particu 
larly in Poland. 
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depending on the family) married Lady MARY 
DxvmmMonD, daughter to the Earl of PERTH, 
and had by her, I. Lady Mary KEITH, who: 
was married to the Earl of Wi To, and left 
an only daughter, who married Lord ELYHIN G“ 
sTox. II. Lady Ax NE Ke1TH, ſpouſe to the 
Earl of GaLLO WAV, of the houſe of STUART; 
to whom ſhe had one daughter, married to the 
Marquis of SEATORTH. III. Gror Gm Earl 
Marſhal of ScoTLanD, Lord KEITHñ and 
ALTRE, Governor-genera] for the King of 
Pruſſia of the principalities of Neuſchatel and 
Vallengin, and preſently employed in a negotia- 
tion of very great importance at the court, of 
Madrid. IV, JAMES KEITH, of when 
wie are now treating. . | 


Hz was born in ScoTLAND in 1696, and, 
baving an elder brother, was intitled to no o- 
ther deſignation but ſimply that of his name; 
as the family-honours in many eſtates. of Eu- 
rope belong excluſively to the eldeſt ſon. The 
young KE1TH was carefully educated, and be- 

came an early proficient in ſuch ſtudies as were 
proper for a young Gentleman of his rank. He. 
learned Latin before he left his father's houſe ; 3 
and then he went to Aberdeen, where there is a 


* 
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College, founded by. his great ater 4 K. 
At the age of 19, the ſound of the martial trum- 
pet made him abandon the ſofter delights which 
he there enjoyed in the ſociety of the muſes. 


HERE, at his very entrance on the ſtage, an 
important conjuncture preſented itſelf, which at 
once determined the after-courſe of his life. 
England and Scotland, as we have already ob- 
ſerved, were diſtinct kingdoms; each had its 
own Parliament, and the people in each nation 
enjoyed the privileges neceſſary for maintaining 
that liberty of which the inhabitants of the Bri- 
tiſh Iſlands are ſo jealous, There is one circum- 
ſtance in the conſtitution that diſtracts. them 
greatly; namely, that the reſpective rights of 
the prince and people are not defined with ſuffi. | 
cient preciſion; which is a ſource of - perpetual 
| contention among them. One of the moſt de- 
licate queſtions, for inſtance, is, whether or not 
the ſubjects have a right to intermeddle in ſet- 
tling the ſucceſſion to the throne ? There have 
been a world of things ſaid and wrote on this 
füugbject, withaut bringing the queſtion to any 

determination; and one may venture to ſay, 
that all the Wen, to which England hath 
"TR 
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been expoſed for a century paſt, have flowed 

from this ſource. We might even go further 

back, and aſcribe the tragical death of Charles I. 
to the ſame caufe. The influence of it was alſo 
continued down to the conſpiracy in Scotland in 
favours of the Pretender, and the commotions 
which diſt racted that kingdom in 1 7 15. 


Tk two 1 the Kz1THs, ſeduced; no 
doubt, by ſome national prejudices, or hurried 
away by connections and family-views, joined 
the party of the Sr uART. In doing this, they 
only took the ſame courſe with many other 
peers who alſo eſpouſed that cauſe, as ſoon as 
the Earl of Maxx had diſperſed a manifeſto, in- 
viting them to ſupport it. The male contents 
aſſembled an army of 20, ooo men, and, with 

great rapidity, made themſelves maſters of 
Perth, Dundee, Aberdeen and Inverneſs. 
Their camp was at the firſt - of theſe towns; 
and the King's army, commanded by the Duke 
of ArGyL, had encamped hard by Stirling, in 
order to cut off the communication of the male- 
concantents with England. Maxx endeavoured 
in vain to make the: Engliſh General quit thig 
poſt, that he himſelf might join the Earl of Dex 
VIFPWATIR, who had formed a partly in Eng- 
land. 
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laud. The Scots, however, took poſſeſſion, in 

name of the Pretender, of ſome more places on 
the river Tay ; and a party of 1500 men endea- 
voured even to ſurpriſe Edinburgh, tho with- 
out effect. HAMILTON, who commanded them, 
on miſſing the capital, ſeized upon Leith. A- 
ov. was. embarraſſed, and ſcarcely durſt adven- 
ture to make any movement; fearing leſt MaRR 
mould avail himſelf of it, and get poſſeſſion of 
the important paſs of Stirling. This General 
had received a reinforcement, which GoR DON 
(Marquis of Huntly) and the Earl of Sea- 
FORTH had brought up; after which, finding 
himſelf ſuperior to the royal army, he advanced 
towards Dumblane, in order to ſecure a paſſage 
over the Forth, and then to join a body of the 
army that was in Northumberland. Ax GYIL, 
however, determined to get the ſtart of him, 
and accordingly, on the 2 2d of November, arri- 
ved at Dumblane ; with which place he covered 
his left, and placed his right behind a moraſs 
near the Sehrrif-moor *. But, the moraſs being 
frozen over, the Earl of Maxx reſolved to at- 
tack the right wing; yet the vigilance of his 
enemy again prevented him: He was himſelf at- 


tacked; ; 
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tacked; and, after a vigorous reſiſtance, put to 
flight, and driven as far as the river Alan; 
The malecontents were, in the mean time, en- 
gaged with the left wing of the royal army, 
where they had better ſucceſs. It was here the 
young KeirH fought. The Scots forced back 
the infantry on the cavalry; and, puſhing for- 
ward during this diſorder, cut off the left wing 
from the right. Night ſeparated the comba- 
tants; and the Farl of Maxx, quitting the field 
of battle, retreated to Ardoch. The affairs of 
the malecontents turned out {till worſe in Eng- 
land. After they had penetrated into the coun- 
ty of Lancaſter, they ſaw themſelves ſurround- 
ed on all ſides by the King's forces, and retreat- 
ed to Preſton; where they were attacked on 
the 22d of November, and all forced to ſurren- 
der at the King's mercy. Thus, one and the 
ſame day rendered the whole efforts of this party 
fruitleſs: Marr, indeed, till kept poſſeſſion of 
his camp at Perth ; but his troops mouldred a- 
way, while thoſe of ARG I received conſide- 
rable reinforcements of Dutch. The Pretender 
having embarked at St Malos, landed the 24 of 
January 1716 *, at Peterhead, in the county 
of Buchan, from whence he proceeded to 

1 | ; 201725 1 42 Partly; 
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Perth; but without arms, without money, and 
without troops. The communication with Eng- 
land being cut off, no body came to join him: 
On the contrary, the Earl of SEATORTH and. 
Marquis of HunTLY forſook him, along with 
the Highlanders, and he found himſelf in a man- 
ner beſieged in Perth. General Ca DOG AN ha- 
ving adviſed the Duke of ARG vl. to attack 
them, the STUarT went off to Dundee, and 
from thence to Montroſe ; whence he made his 
| eſcape the 12th of February, on board the ſame 
veſſel which had brought him over; leaving the 
_ eſtates, the honours, and the lives of his follow- 
ers, at the mercy of the conquerors, They im- 
mediately diſperſed, each attending to his own 
ſafety. The Earl of Mars, Lord MaxsHaL, 
and Mr own left their n _ 


Us was a matter of no al difficulty to find 
an aſylum, almoſt all the potentates of - Europe 
being at peace, and in friendſhip with King 
GeorxGt I. France itſelf, after the death of 
Lewis XIV. was among the powers that were 
molt - unfavourable to the Pretender. The 
Duke-Regent was careful not to break with 
England, which alone could have aided him to, 
mounr the throne, in caſe of a vacancy. With 

difficulty 
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difficulty the Pope adventured to allow the 
STUART a place of refuge, firſt at Avignon, and, 
ſoon thereafter at Urbin. His adherents reſort- 
ed to him when in this lait place, in order to 
wait till fortune ſhould produce ſomething in 
their favours. CHARLES XII. King of Sweden 
became their protector, being animated with a 
deſire of avenging himſelf on GzoreGt I. He 
promiſed them to reſtore the Chevalier de Sr 
George at the head of a Swediſh army. The mea- 
ſures taken by GYLLENBOURG at London, and 
by GoxTz at the Hague; might perhaps have 
put him in a ſituation to have kept his word; had 
not the plot been diſcovered in 1717, and the 
two emiſſaries arreſted, which rendered the 
whole project abortive. And yet, who knows 
what this northern ALEXANDER might have at- 

tempted, had it not been for the mortal wound 

which he received in e 8 before Faure = 


| Txzxs ſeemed to remain no. farther reſource 
for the Jacobites, when ALBtROw1 appeared, on 
the ſtage. This miniſter having engaged Spain 
to declare war againſt England, invited the 
Meſſ. KE ITS to ſerve in the Shaniſh army, 
and they had nothing then in view which ap- 
peared more creditable and advantageous than 


B accepting 
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accepting the invitation. He alſo promiſed 
to them and the reſt of their party, to ena- 
ble them to make good a landing in Scotland. 
The Pretender went from Urbin to Rome, and 
made as if he intended to ſettle his houſhold at 
Bologna, whither he ſent the Earls of MaRR 
and PER TH, together with PATERSON, who 
was meant to perſonate him. As for himſelf, 
he eſcaped the vigilance of the Germans, who 
watched him in the Papal dominions, came to 
Nettuno, and landed at Cagliari in the Iſland 
of Sardinia, which at that time was ſubje& to 
Spain. From thence he ſteered his courſe to 
Catalonia, and landed at Roſes the 1 5th of 
March 1719. Being arrived at Madrid, 
he was acknowledged King of Great Bri- 
tain. The fleet equipped for him had fail- 
ed the, 7th of March. It conſiſted of ten 
ſhips of war, and a number of tranſports; 
which had on board 6000 ſoldiers, moſtly Iriſh. 
They were provided with arms for 1 5000 men ; 
and, as Py1L1e V. permitted them to uſe his 
name, the Duke of OxMonp commanded the 
whole expedition, with the title of Captain- Ge- 
nor for the _ of ne" | 

fi r PROVIDENCE. 
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PROVIDENCE had determined to preſerve to 
the Engliſh: their lawful King, their liberties 
and their. religion. A ſtorm off Cape Fini/- 
terre was. ſufficient to diſappoint . the - Spaniſh 
project; and King GroRGE had alſo: taken 
very prudent meaſures for protecting the coaſts 
from a deſcent. The Spaniards were' every 
where unfortunate: the Engliſh under Cos» 
HAM, took Vigo; ſome- inſurrections in Scot- 
land were quickly ſuppreſſed, and the Chiefs, 
who had raiſed them, were forced to fly. 
Theſe diſappointments occaſioned the downfal 
of Cardinal Al.BzRoNI; and, in 1720, peace 
was concluded betwixt n and 1 


Tux Chevalier de St 3 was then ob- 
liged to ſeek out another retreat. Some of 


his party followed him; but Lord Maxs Har 

and Mr KRBITH took other meaſures. Con- 
vinced that all attempts in favours of the 
Pretender could not turn out to any account, 
and having given him every evidence of at- 
tachment that could be expected from the ſtrict- 
eſt honour; they thought, very reaſonably, that 
they were not bound to facrifice themſelves to 
no purpoſe, and for a deſperate cauſe, PHI 

LIP V. who knew the great merit and abilities 


of 
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of the two brothers, offered to employ them in 
his army; and they agreed to it, Europe 
was then. at peace; but there was reaſon to ex- 
pect that a new war would very ſoon break out. 
The congreſs at Cambray, which had been de- 
ſigned to ſettle the claims of the ſeveral powers, 
tended only to give riſe to new pretenſions ; 
thoſe, eſpecially, of the Emperor CnhaRLeS VI. 
and of the King of Spain, could by no means 
be adjuſted. : The laſt of theſe monarchs 
ſtrengthened himſelf by an alliance with Eng- 
land and France, and by agreeing to a con- 
tract of marriage betwixt the Infanta and young 
Lewis XV. Let the Emperor did not heſitate to 
offend the Dutch, by the eſtabliſhment of the 
Oftend-company, which he formed in the year 
1722, The abdication of PHILI in 1724 
was of ſhort duration, by reaſon of the death 
of the Prince to whom he had reſigned his 
crown,” In the year following LEWIS XV. 
inſtead of eſpouſing the Infanta, who had been 
ſer apart for him, married the daughter of ST A- 
N1SLAUS. ' This quite embroiled the courts 
of France and Spain. The laſt of theſe uni- 
= with the houſe of Auſtria; and the Duke 
of pere ene; a treaty of alliance at 
 Enxembourg 


Luxembourg, to which the Empreſs Krhaixz 
of Ruſſia afterwards acceded. All the negoti- 


ations. ar Cambray were fruitleſs, and Europe | 
had its eye fixed on the grand events. which 
theſe preparations gave ground to expect. The 


alliance concluded at Hanover reſtored the ba- 


lance which that of Luxembourg had broken,” 


England titted out ſeveral fleets, and the Spas 


niards commenced hoſtilities with the ſiege of ha 


Gibraltar. The flames of war would very 


probably have fpread much wider, had it not 
been for the pacific diſpoſition of the Cardinal 


de Firzuxy. He propoſed a new congreſs, 
which, at firſt, was to have held at Aix; but, 
to gratify his Eminence, was afterwards irons 
ſee to MOL | | ; 


Tat 1 which Mr karrn had entertain 
ed, evaniſhed once more at the return of peace. 


But, beſides this, any further advancement in N 


Spain, where he had already attained the rank 


of Colonel, was next to impoſſible, on account 


of his religion. He was a Proteſtant; and the 


Court had even formally declared to him, that 


fo long as tat obſtacle ſtood in the way, he 
could not reap the fruits of his ſeryices, He 
did not think this a motive to which he ought 
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give way: and choſe rather to ſearch out an- 
other climate, where military qualities alone 
would determine the rank of an officer. He 
fixed on that of Ruſſia, and aſked no other 
reward from the Court of Madrid, but a re- 
commendation to that of Peterſburg. We 
may belicve, he eaſily obtained it; and, in- 
| deed, it was conceived in the ſtrongeſt terms. 
The Emperor; alſo, gave him, moſt readily, 
the Brevet of Major-General; and this too he 
received before he left Madrid. 


Ma Kir, having arrived in Ruffa in 
1729, immediately gained the good graces of 
the young Sovereign PETER II. who gave him 

a Lieutenant-Colonel's commiſſion in a new re- 
giment of guards, which was juſt levied, and 
of which Count LoWENWOIDE was Colonel. 
He behaved fo well in this poſt, that, on the 
ColonePs removal, he got the regiment. The 
revolution, which happened ſoon after, did not 
in the leaſt impede his promotion; becauſe he 
always did his duty as a brave officer, with- 
out intermeddling with any State-intrigues, 
ANNE IvaxowNna, being made .Empreſs af- 
ter the death of PETER II. arrived in 1730, 
and confirmed him in all his employments, 
| ; tho 
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tho* the Empire of Ruſſia was then in pro- 
found peace. At the commencement of the 
year 1733, ſhe had reaſon to applaud herſelf 
for having retained Mr KE 1TH. in her ſervice, 
The election of a King of Poland gave rife 
to a war, in which Rugia eſpouſed the cauſe 
of AuGusTvs, ſon of the newly deceaſed King, 
againſt STANISLAUs. General Lascy had 
orders to enter Lithuania with an army; and 
when STANisSLaus was elected on the 12th 
of September, the troops of Rufſia- penetrated 
into Poland. Mr Ke1TH- ſerved under his 
worthy countryman, who entirely confided in 
him. The Ruſſians compelled SraxisLAus 
and his adherents to abandon Farſaw on the 
22d of September, and to paſs the Viſtula. 
A new election was made in favour of Au- 
GUsSTUsS on the 5th of October. The army 
of Lascy paſſed the river the gth, on a 
bridge of boats, and, the 10th, entered Mar- 
ſaw. 15,000 men were left in Poland, un- 
der the command of LuskAs, and LAs cx 
advanced into Pruſſia with the reſt of the ar- 
my. Thorn was beſieged the 17th of Janu- 
ary, Dantzick was inveſted in February, and 
Munich arrived before this laſt place in 
March. 
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March. The trenches were opened the 20th, 
and the town of Dantzick did every thing 
poſſible for the defence of STANISLAUS. 
But that Prince, having been ill ſupported by 
France, was obliged to make his eſcape ; and 
on the 7th of Fuly, the town ſurrendered 
on terms, Mr KerTH greatly diſtinguiſhed 
waſclf during this ſiege, and was made 4 
Lieutenant-General in the month of November 


1734. 


The war of Cermany followed that of Po- 
land; and the Empreſs Ax xE ſent 14,000 
men to aſſiſt her allies in 1735. Lascx a- 
gain commanded, and Ke1TH was immediate- 
ly next in rank. But before any of their 
military operations commenced, a treaty of 
peace was ſet on foot at Fikida, and was 
concluded the 3d of October 1735. The ar- 
my of Ruſſia returned, taking its rout by 
the Ukraine, as other troops of that nation 
had already been aſſembled there, during the 
year 1735. Municn took the command in 
March 1736, and commenced hoſtilitics a- 


gainſt the 3 before Lase v and Kz1 TH . 
arrived. a 
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Tx1s war was occaſioned by the ſmall regard 
ſhewn by the Port to the re-iterated complaints 
of the Court of Ruſſa, with regard to the in- 
curſions and ravages of the Tartars, The 
Ruſſians, having obtained no redreſs in the 
way of repreſentation, determined to take it 
by force of arms. Towards the end of March 
1736, Mun1cn was before Aſophi. The Tar- 
tars advanced to relieve the place; and Mo- 
nich went to meet them; leaving the com- 
mand of the ſiege to General Lew ascnew. 
Lascy, ſoon after, arrived before Aſopn, where 
he came on the 4th of May; and, being ſenior 
to Lewascnew, took the command. He ims 
mediately caufed open the trenches; and, 4 
bomb having fet a magazine of powder on fire; 
the 19th of June, the Commandant was ob- 
liged next day to ſurrender the place. Mo- 
N1CH, on his fide, defeated the Tartars, for- 
ced their lines at Precop; and, on the 19th 
of May, compelled them to ſurrender that place 

at diſcretion. This General forthwith advanced 
into Crim-Tartary, where he had a number 

of engagements and ſkirmiſhes, which were al- 

_ moſt every day renewed. He took Koſlow, 
and Bacieſary in the month of June; returned 
to "IP the 7th of Juby, cauſed that place, 


C together 
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together with the lines of the Tartars, to be 
razed the 7th of Auguſt, and then returned to 
the-Ukraine. The 16th of September he paſ- 
ſed the river Samara, and put his troops into 
winter-quarters along the Dnieper. Having 
arrived the 16th of September at Peterſburg, 
he left to Mr Ke1TH the chief command of all 
the Ruſſian forces in the Ukraine. This was 
intruſting him with one of the moſt difhcult 
ſervices that can well be imagined, and which 
demanded all the prudence and experience of 
the moſt conſummate General. He had the 
ſoldiers to preſerve. from a contagious malady 
which had already made conſiderable havock, 
to protect from the perpetual incurſions of the 
Turks and Tartars, and to provide in all things 
neceſſary for the approaching campaign. Mr 
KE1TH was, perhaps, the only man in the world 
who could have performed ſuch a taſk ; and 


be did it fo effectually, that all was in rea- 


dineſs for opening the campaign, 1737, much 
more early than uſual; but the continuance 
of a moſt intenſe froſt prevented their taking 
the field for ſome time. Mux ick joined the 
the army in March 1737, accompanied by 
Prince Ax TONY ULAICE of Brunſwick, The 
Commander in chief took upon himſelf the war 

NET againſt 
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againſt the Turks, leaving Mr Lascy to oppoſe 
the Tartars. Mr KeiTH was employed in the 
grand army of Muxn1icy. Having paſſed the 
Dnieper the beginning of May, and the Bog or 
Hypanis, the 20th of une; they marched to 
lay ſiege to Ockzakow, in which place there was 
a garriſon of 20,000 men. LoWENDAHL in- 


veſted it thezoth of June, the approaches were 


carried on with a deal of vigour, and the town 


Was taken by aſſault the 2d of July. Mr 


KeiTH expoſed himſelf perpetually on this oc- 
caſion, and was very dangerouſly wounded. 
This diſabled him from ſerving the reſt of the 


campaign ; during which, there was nothing 


done of any moment. Mu Nic appeared be- 


fore Bender ; but the Turks being unwilling 
to hazard a decifive action, had laid the country 
waſte. This, together with the advanced ſea- 
ſon of the year, obliged him to 'draw off his ar- 
my, which returned in the beginning of Ocdto- 
ber, to take up winter-quarters along the 
Dnieper. The Turks endeavoured to retake 
Ockzakow in the middle of October; but the 


brave defence made by General STOoFFEL, ren- 


dered the deſign abortive. The army com- 
manded by Lascy made an aſtoniſhing progreſs 
in the Crimea, during this campaign; and the 
| Ruſſian 
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Ruſſian fleet, alſo, had an engagement with 
that of the Turks. | 


| Mr Kkirn's wounds prevented his ſerving 
during the remainder of this war. The cam- 
paign 1738 was unfortunate for the Ruſſians on 
all fides, The Tartars, indeed, could not hin- 
der Lascy from penetrating into the Crimea; ; 
but Mun cn loſt a world of men; and was ob- 
liged to a bandon Qckzakow, after levelling 
the works. The Admiral BxzpAL had the 
misfortune to behold almoſt his whole fleet pe- 
riſn; which obliged Lascy to quit the Crimea, 
The year 1739 was ſomewhat more fayourable, 
. Myn1cu advanced by a different rout, defeated 
the Turks near to Choczim, paſſed the Pruth, 
took Tuſſy and all Moldavia; and, during theſe 
operations, LasCy entered the Grim Tartary for 
the 4th time, All this was ſo much labour loſt; 

\ becauſe the Emperor CHARLES VI. the Rufian 
ally, was compelled, by a train of loſſes, to 
conclude the peace of Belgrade ; and the Ruſſi - 


ans, being obliged to accede to it, gave up all 
their en, 


Mx KeTH finding his health in a very bro- 
ken liabe, went to o France, in hopes of getting 


It 
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it there re-eſtabliſhed. There is ground to be- 

lieve that he was alſo charged with the manage- 
ment of ſome affairs of State, relative to the war 
betwixt Sweden and Ruſſia, which was then in 
agitation, So far is certain, that he had orders 


how ſoon his ſtrength permitted, to repair to 


England in a public character, to manage ſome 
affairs of great moment. He arrived at London 
in February 17 40, and, on the 15th of that 
month, was preſented to his Majeſty, who re- 
ceived him very graciouſly He was no longer 
viewed in the light of a Preſton rebel: he was 
received as a great General, and as the Miniſter 
of a great Power, On his part he declared that 
he acknowledged GEORGE II. for his lawful So- 
vereign, and the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Ha- 
nover as the only legal eſtabliſhment. The 14th 
of May, he had his audience of leave ; but con- 
tinued ſome time longer at London. 


Dux iu theſe tranſactions, the peace was 
concluded betwixt Ruſſia and the Port, and 
celebrated at Peterſburg, the 25th of Febru- 
ary, with the greateſt feſtivity, The Etnpreſs 
made conſiderable preſents to all the great oſſi- 
cers, who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves during 
the war, and Mr Kz1TH, though abſent, was 
not forgotten. He received a gold-hilted ſword 


valued 
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valued at FRA rubles. But his ſervices were 
not thought ſufficiently rewarded by this preſent, 
and, in the month of March, he was made Go- 
yernor of the whole Ukraine. Having left 
London, the 18th of May, he went directly to 
Peterſburg ; from whence, in the month of 
July, he repaired to the province committed to 

his government . | | 


® 


Tu Empreſs Ax NE died the 28th of Octo- 
ber 1740; and her death had important conſe- 
quences. The adminiſtration of affairs was en- 
tirely lodged in the hands of Biron; and there 
were none except Mr KeiTH and Mr Dox- 
puc-OmBo, (Khan of the Calmuck Tartars) 
who made any difficulty to acknowledge his au- 
thority. The Governor of the Ukraine, great- 
ly beloved by a numerous people, who, under 
the mildneſs of his adminiſtration, enjoyed a fe- 
licity, till then, unknown to them, could not 
eaſily have been reduced by force; and the dif- 
ficulty would have been ſtill the greater, that he 
paid all due regard to the authority of the Em- 
peror IW AN, and only declined that of his tu- 
tor. Mr KEITH did not remain long in this 

critical Situation. The authority of BIX O 
laſted only for 22 days; at the- end of which, 
. | the 
* About L. 1500 Sterling. 


the Mother of the young Emperor took the ad- 


miniſtration of affairs into her own hands. 
This revolution confirmed our Governor in his 
office. | | 


F 
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— 


A new war with Sweden, which the Regent 


judged to be mevitable, rendered Mr KEITR 
{till the more neceſſary to her; and he received 
a preſent of another ſword, much more valuable 


than the former. The Swedes, accordingly, 


publiſhed their declaration of war in the begin- 
ning of Auguſt; and at the end of that month, 
the Ruſſians did the ſame; but, in conſequence 


of the unbounded prerogatives of deſpotic power, 


the Ruſſians were much ſooner ready to take 
the field than the Swedes. Field-Marſhal LAS“ 
cy appeared before #ybourg at the head of 
50,000 men. He had in his army a number of 
the ableſt Generals; and, of theſe, Mr Kz1THn 
unqueſtionably merited to be-ranked among the 
firſt. A body of the Rufian army marched, on 
the 3d of September, to attack the Swediſh van, 
_ commanded by WRANGEL, which was entrench- 
ed under the canon of Williamſtrand. The 


_ Swedes fought very deſperately; but the Rug 


ans were not behind hand with them in point 
of brayery, and remained victors. Mr Kz1Tn 

was greatly admired for many inſtances of moſt 
7 extraordinary 
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4 extaordinary courage and conduct; of which 
the Court being particularly informed, they took 


' that occaſion to augment his annual oppointimonts | 


me 


Ar rx this action, LAscT, having made 


kimſelf maſter of Williamſtrand, returned to 


the camp at Fybourg; and then, drawing off 
the preater part of the army to the neighbour- 
hood of Peter/burg, he left Mr KE TH before 
Wybourg with the reſt of the troops, and the 

Generals STOFFEL and FERMOR under him. 
He could ſcarcely have given a greater evidence 
of the confidence he placed in Mr KzrTH's abi- 
kiry than by leaving him thus expoſed to the 
Whole Swediſh forces, which were in full march 
to raiſe tl nete of that town. 


In che mean time, the capital of Rufſa be- 


came the theatre of a new revolution. EL Is A- 


BETH, daughter of PETER the Great, mounted 


the throne, the 25th of November 1741 N. 8. 


Mr KzrTH# acknowledged the new Sovereign 


without | heſitation; and, after the example of 


his friend and countryman Lascy, took the 
oath of allegiance. Soon after the acceſſion of 


Fan, a treaty was begun in order to 


bring 


— 


* 
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bring about a peace betwixt Ruſſia and Sweden; 


and a truce was agreed on with a view to pro- 


mote it. But, the demands of the Swedes being 


judged too high, when the truce expired, on 


the 11th of March 17 42, hoſtilities were re- 
newed, the Ruſſians penetrated into Finland by 
three different paſſes, and laid all watte with 
fire and ſword, notwithitanding that their de- 
ſign was to keep poſſeſſion of that province. 
After the two armies had made various move- 
ments, that of Rufia ſurrounded the Swediſh 
camp at Hel/ingfort in ſuch a manner, that the 
Generals, finding themſelves quite. blocked up, 
were under the neceſſity of concluding a con- 


vention, the 4th of September; by which the 
Swediſh army obtained liberty to return by ſea 
into Sweden, on condition that Carelia and Ney- 


land ſhould remain with the Ruſſians. Theſe alſo 


made ſeveral other conqueſts, before they enter- 


ed into winter-quarters; and Mr Kz1THh arri- 
ved at Peterſburg in time to aſſiſt at the rejoia 
cings which were made the 25th of October, on 
account of the happy iſſue of this campaign. 


IT would ſeem that about this time, the ſo⸗ 
reigners of chief note in the Ruſſian ſervicewere 
ſo much diſcontented with their ſituation, as 

| D to 
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to think themſelves obliged to aſk their diſmiſ- 


ſion. Thus far is certain, that Meſſieurs LEwW- 
ENDAHL, LIEWEN, DovGLas, and ſome o- 
thers were diſpoſed - to retire. Mr KEITH was 
of - this number; and certainly muſt have had 
ſome very ſtrong reaſons, as he had hitherto 
been treated with very diſtinguiſhed regard, and 
as the war was not then brought to a concluſion, 
The Empreſs was uneaſy at the thoughts of lo- 
ſing him, and was at pains to engage him to con- 
tinue; giving him the order of St Andrew,* and 
offering him the command in chief againſt the 
Perſians. Mr KE IT declined that command, 
but accepted of the order, with proper acknow- 
ledgments, and conſented to remain in the R= 
ſian ſervice. His example had ſuch influence 
on the other foreign OO that ag owed 
the ſame courſe, | 


4 arms of Ruſſia acquired ſtrength by this 
determination. The ſucceſſion to the throne of 
Sweden gave riſe to difficulties, which had been 
the * of long and fruitleſs negotiations, 

and 


Original (he had formerly got that of St Alexender) which is 
a miſtake; it had been offered, but he had declined it. 
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and, at length, rekindled the war. All that paſ- 
ſed in Oft-Bothnia betwixt the Swediſh General 
 FrRENDENFELD and the Ruſian General SToF- 
FEL, amounted to little. Ma KerTn, arrived 
in the month of March 1743 at Abo, and made 
himſelf maſter of the Iſle of Aland, which is on- 
ly 18 miles from Stockholm. The Ruſſians 
determined to make a deſcent, as they had done 
in the years 17 19 and 1729. Lascy, LEwas- 
ch and KR ITE had the command of the for- 
ces aboard the fleet. KE ITH and his ſquadron 
were the firſt that deſcried the Swediſh fleet; 
but the wind did not permit their coming to an 
engagement at that time. Perhaps, too, the 
negotiations, which were ſtill carrying on, might 
be the cauſe why the war was not puſhed with 
very great vigour. Yet that did not prevent a 
very bloody engagement betwixt Mr KEITRH's 
ſquadron and that of the Swedes commanded by 
Rayalin. The former had the precaution. to 
cauſe plant a battery a-ſhore, which played on 
the Swediſh ſhips, and greatly annoyed them. 

The action continued till the night was far ad- 
vancedz but, in the end, the Swediſh ſquadron was 

obliged to give way. Some while after, this di- 


viſion of the 9 an fleet paſſed in ſight of the 
wh ole 
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whole of the Swediſh, and joined their other ſhips 
in the road ot the ifle of Land, The Ruſſians, 
however, did not chooſe to carry matters to ex- 
tremity with the - Swedes, leſt deſpair ſhould 
have driven them to renew the league of Calmar. 
It evidently appeared, from the commotions 
raiſed in Dalecarlia, that the clergy and pea- 
ſants were diſpoſed to this meaſure, In order 
to ward off this blow, the Empreſs propoſed the 
Prince Apolrhus FreDERLCK of Holftein- 
Gottorp, then Biſhop of Lubeck, to be ſucceſſor 
to the throne of Sweden; and, that this propo- 
ſal. might be received the more favourably, the 
offered to give up almoſt all the conqueſts made 
in Finland. As the Swedes were extremely 
deſirous of peace, the articles were ſettled the 
27th of Zune 1743; and the eleQion of the 
ſucceſſor to the throne was made the 4th of Jul 


thereafter, to the mutual larisfaction of the ſtates 
concerned. 


Dax MARK alone appeared to be mented, 
and made great preparations for war. The 
King of Sweden demanded ſuccours from Ruſſia. 
EL1sABETH granted 10,000 men, and gave 
the command of them to Mr KEITH; 3 Who. 
had under him Mefl. SoLT 1KOW, LAPpUcHIx, 


and 
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and STUART. The General embarked in Fin- 
land with his forces, and came before Stock-- 
holm in the month of October. King FRED E- 
RICK reviewed this body of troops, and aſ- 
ſigned them winter- quarters. KerrH came to 
Stockholm on the 24th of October, along with 
the other general officers, and was there treated 
with the greateſt diſtinction. He acted in a 
double capacity, as Commander in chief of the 
Ruffian forces, and as Minitter-plenjpotentiary 
for his Sovereign at the Court of Sweden. He 
acquitted himſelf in each of theſe characters en- 
tirely to the ſatisfaction of both Courts. His 
well known integrity gained him full confidence 
from the Miniſters who treated with him. On 
the other hand, the leaſt degree of diſingenuity 
always diſguſt ed him highly; and he ſpoke out 
very plainly,” on ſome occaſions, when he met 
with uſage of this kind: The King and the 
Prince-ſucceſſor ſeemed to rival each other in 
teſtifying the high eſteem which they enter- 
tained for Mr KEITH. On new-year's day, 
this Monarch made him a preſent of a very 
ſplendid ſword; and when he had his audience 
of leave, on the 23d of Fune, by which time 
he had brought all the affairs with which he was 
charged to a happy iflue, he received another 

| | ſword 
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tword, together with the Prince: ſucceſſor's pie- 
ture, and 2000 ducats * in money. The Ruſſian 
troops began their march back to their own 
country the 2d of Auguſt, and the Empreſs 
gave a molt gracious reception to her General 
and Ambaſſador, alike ſucceſsful in conducting 
the operations of war and negotiations for 


Peace. 


In the year 1745, when the King of Pruſſia 
entered Saxony, in order to prevent the deſigns 
which his enemies had formed upon Sileſia, the 
King of Poland aſked ſuccours from Rufia. The 
troops of that nation having already aſſembled 
by order of the Empreſs in Lithuania and Cour- 
land, that they might advance the more readily 
when any emergence ſhould render it expedient, 
Mr Kzirn was declared Commander in chief 
of theſe forces, and had under him Mefl. DE 
BRILLTY, SOLTiKOW, LAPUCHIN, STUART 
and BRown. The battle of Keſſelſdorf and 
the taking of Dreſden, in the mean time, 
put a ſpecdy end to that war; and the Ruſſians 
alſo ſeemed to be convinced that the Pruſſian 
Monarch had acted in a manner perfectly con- 
formable to the juſteſt rules of ſelf-defence. 
PRs this did not hinder the Auſtrian 
Miniſtry 


I. 1000 Sterling. 
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Miniſt ry from having ſo much influence on that 
of Ria, as to engage them in 1746 in an al 
liance againſt Pruſſia. In the month of July 
of that year, ELISA BET RH, with all her Court, 
made a progreſs in great ſtate into Livonia, and 
arrived the 16th at Narva, where ſne reviewed 
a body of her troops, with Mr KEITH at their 
head. | 


IN 1747, Lord Mass na made a vilit to 
Mr KE1TH in Rufia. The two brothers then 
took a reſolution to ſpend the remainder of their 
lives together. Mr KEITH came the more 
readily to this determination, that he believed 
Ruſſia to be in the way of enjoying peace for a 
long tract of years to come. That Court, being 
alſo impreſſed with the ſame opinion, acquieſced 
with the leſs difficulty in their being deprived. of 
a General, who had done them ſuch important | 
ſervices; ſo that Mr KEITEH obtained his diſ- 
miſſion, when he demanded it. He left Pe- 
tersburg, paſſed thorough Copenhagen, and 
arrived at Berlin. Here at the very firſt in- 
terview, the King perceived the whole value of 
the great acquiſition he would make in the per- 
fon of Mr Ke1TH, could he gain him to his ſer- 
vice. He ſeized the opportunity with the more 
| eagerneſs, 
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eagerneſs, as the Courts of Ruſſia and Pruſſia 
had conceived freſh jealouſies of each other; 
and as he had reaſon to apprehend, that, ſooner 
or later, there would be a quarrel betwixt them, 
It was therefore a matter of the higheſt conſe- 


quence to aſcertain to himſelf one of the greateſt 


Generals of the age, and to deprive the enemy 
of him ever after. Mr Ke1TH was declared 
Field-Marſhal, the 18th of September 1747; 
and in the month of October 1749, the King 
added to that dignity thoſe of Governor of Ber- 
lin, and the order of the Black-Eagle. His ap- 
pointments were fixed at 12,000 crowns,* with- 
out reckoning ſeveral emoluments and gratifica- 
tions which he received from time to time. 


How ſoon Mr KEITRH was ſettled at Berlin, 


the vaſt extent of his genius was perceived,. and 


his merit became the object of general admira- 


tion. The Royal Academy was anxious to 


have their liſt adorned with a name ſo illuſtri- 
ous; and received him into the rank of their 
Oy members, 

He 


L. 2,400 Sterling, 
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Hs thus paſſed ſome years amidſt the- ſweets 
of a repoſe to which he had been a ſtranger, 
almoſt, during the whole courſe of his life. He 
then made it appear, that he no leſs eminently 
poſſeſſed the virtues of a citizen, than the qua- 
lities of a hero. Providence, however, deter- 
mined that he ſhould again appear in ſcenes- of 
war, and there finiſh his glorious life. In the 
month of Auguſt 1756, when the King took 
poſſeſſion of Saxony, Mr KE ITH accompanied 
him. The column which he commanded joined 
the reſt of the army before Pirna; from thence 
they entered Bohemia, and Mr KziTn, having 
arrived at the camp at Auſſig, the 19th of Sep- 
ber, took the Command in chief. The King 
arrived the 28th, and the battle of Lowofatz 
was fought on the 1ſt of October. The Mar- 
ſhal was by the King's fide during the whole of 
this action; that is to ſay, in the midſt of dan- 
ger. FREDERICK having returned to Saxony 
mie 13th of Odober, Kxirn retained the com- 
mand in Bohemia. He received orders from 
his Maſter to march the troops back into Sa- 
'xony; on which, he left Lowoſitz, and joined 
the King at Linay, the 23d of October, when 
the army was put into winter-quarters- Mr 
KE1TH, having accompanied the King to Dre/- 
| 2 den 
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den on the 14th of November, was employed 
to wait of the Queen of Poland and the Royal 
family, with his Sovereign's compliments, 
and had a like commiſſion on the gth of De- 
cember, the King of Poland's ( birth-day,. and 
alſo on new-year's day, 1757. In diſcharging 
theſe offices of politeneſs, this intrepid warrior 
appeared likewiſe to be one of the moſt poliſhed 
courtiers. It is however to the field of battle 
that we muſt return, in order to pay him that 
tribute of admiration which he ſo eminently 
deſerved. Here the great General BRo.] 
frankly acknowledged his extraordinary merit, 
and held him in the higheſt eſteem. And, in- 
deed, during this war, KeiTH fully juſtified that 
high reputation which his conduct had procured 
him in all the former wars where he had either 
ferved or commanded. 


Tux campaign 1757, will be ever memorable 
in the annals of mankind ; and our hero ated 
there a principal part. The Pruſſians penetra- 
ted into Bohemia by four different paſſes, 
KEiTH was with the King; and, after divers 
marches, the Prufian van reached the moun- 
tains before Prague, called the White Moun- 
tains. The armies engaged unger the walls of 
| that 
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that place, the Pruſſians obtained a ſignal vidte- 
ry, and the vanquiſhed Auſtrians took refuge 
in the city. Prague was beſieged, and the briſk- 
eſt attacks were made from that quarter where 
the Marſhal commanded. Without entering on 
a particular detail of the fiege, it will be ſuffici- 
ent, here, to take notice of a moſt furious ſally 
which Mr KeiTH had to withſtand. After in- 
credible efforts of valour on both ſides, the ene- 
my were driven back till within 300 paces of 
the covered way. The action laſted for ſeveral 
hours, and was brought to this glorious iſſue, 
by the conduct and valour of Mr KEITEH; in 
which he had the honour to be nobly ſeconded 
by Prince FERDINAND the King's brother. 
This firſt ſally was made in the night, betwixt 
the 23d and 24th of March; and there was a- 
nother of the ſame kind in the night betwixt 
the 27th and 28th, which turned out juſt as un- 
fortunately for the enemy. The ſiege {till con- 
tinued, and ſome progreſs was made; but there 
was ſcarcely any ground to expect the reduction 
of ſo great a town, well fortified and deſended 
by 49,000 men. Theſe difficulties, joined 
with the check which the King met with at Col- 
Jin on the 18th of June, made it neceſſary to 
raiſe the ſiege, On the 19th, the great artifle- 
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ry were ſent off, and, on the 2oth, the army 
was in full march. Mr GrAanT,* now Major- 
General, who had been Adjutant-General to Mr 
KkIT RH when in Ruſſia, brought him the King's 
orders for this retreat; and, indeed, he executed 
them in the beſt manner imaginable, without ſuſ- 
raining the leaſt loſs, notwithſtanding all the at- 
tempts of the enemy to harraſs him. KE1TH cer- 
tainly ſhowed his great {kill in his profeſſion as emi- 
nently on this important occaſion, as ever he had 
done-in his life. He conducted the troops under 
his command on the 22d to Buden; and on the 
25th.they occupied a camp whoſe right was pro- 


tected by Lowos1Tz, and its left by LE1T- 


MERITZ. The King arrived there the z0th, 
and went the 29th to join the reſt of the army 
at Bantzen. Mr KRITRH remained in Bohemia 


with 16;000 men; and having drawn from 


that kingdom the ſupplies neceſſary for ſupport- 
ing them during their march into Saxony, he 
again entered that Electorate, and joined the 
King the 1 2th of Auguſt near Bautzen in Lu- 
ſatia. | 
In 


© ® Original Mr Le Grand. 


+ Either the Original is here obſcure, or the making the 
date the 20th is a typographical error. 
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Ix the mean time, SouB1zE and the French 
were drawing near to Saxony. The King ad- 


vanced to cover that country, and KE1TH ac- | 


companied him. They came to Air/chliben 
with a very weak army; as it was neceſſary to 


leave one body of men with Prince FERDINAND | 


of Brunſwick, in order to keep RiIichLI EV in 


awe, and another with Prince MAaUR1cs. to ob- 


ſerve HapDick. This General, nevertheleſs, 
made his way to Berlin, before which he appear- 


ed all of a ſudden. The King got intelligence 


of this only while he was encamped' at Naum- 
burg. His enemies believed that the time was 
at length come for falling on FxEDERIR from 
all quarters and cruſhing him at once. The 
King flew with a party of his ſmall army to 


ſave his own dominions; and, of conſequence, 


left only a handful of troops with the Marſhal to 
oppoſe the forces of SouB1ZzE, in conjunction with 
the army of the Empire. The Marſhal marched 


to Leipfich, and, with great intrepidity, obſer - 


ved the motions of an army ſo very much ſuperior 


in numbers to his own. Having got ſome rein- 


forcements, he again advanced; came to Halle, 


threw bridges over the Saale for the paſſage. of 
his troops, and, the 3d of November, joined 
the King at Roſeback. Two days after this, 


the 
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the Prufſi ans gained one of the moſt famous vic- 
tories that was obtained during the whole war. 
The battle laſted only for an hour and an half, and 
a total rout of the enemy enſued. It is alledged 
that only fix Pruſſian battalions of the left wing 
were fully engaged, and that theſe determined 
the fate of that ever memorable action, (in 
which, certainly, 18,000 men beat 60, ooo.) 
Here again, Mr Kir RH adorned his brow with 
a freſh wreath of laurel. 


+ The King W with inconceivable rapi- 
dity, into Sileſia; and, much * about that day 
month, defeated the Auſtrians as completely as 
he had vanquiſhed the French at Reſebach ; 
thus concluding the year in a manner of which 
there is no parallel in hiſtory. | KEITR, in the 
mean time, was not idle: he had taken the ma- 
gazine at Leitmeritz, having got thither one 
day before General Ma RSRHAL, who was on the 
wing to fave it. Prague trembled, and belie- 
ved that it ſaw the Pruſſians once more before 
its walls. But the ſeaſon. was now too far ad- 
vanced. Mr KEITH returned into Saxon, 
and arrived, without the loſs of 2 man, at Chem- 

Nita, 


* Gil, that very day month; but the dates make it 
2 few days longer. 
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nitz, on the 8th of December, being the very 
day on which his Maſter gained the battle of 
Liſſa or Leuthen, which was followed with the 
retaking of Breſlau and Lignitz. Nay” 


Tux longer that Mr Ks rn ſervedthe King, 


his Majeſty the more thoroughly. perceived the 


great utility and importance of his ſervices. 
In the beginning of 1758, he conferred with 
him about the operations of the enſuing cam- 


paign. The King quitted Breſlau, the 15th 
of March, to join his army which .occupied 

the mountains that ſeparate Sileſia from Boſie- N 
mia. Schweidnitz was wreſted from the ene- 
my the 16th of April; and then, the whole 
neighbourhood. 
of Landſbut. Mr KerTH was ordered to 
inveſt Olmutz; and, ſoon after, it was befieg'd 
in form. This ſiege was impeded and traverſed: 
by a number of croſs accidents, which, in the 
end, made it neceſſay to raiſe it. The Marſhal 


Pruſſian army aſſembled in 


had alſo the conducting of this operation, and 


performed it with all poſſible ſucceſs. He was. 
engaged in ſeveral ſmart actions while he was 


making good his retreat, in all which he beha- 
ved in a manner ſuitable to the glory of his for- 


mer conduct, The Pruſſian army, having ar- 
| rived. 
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rived at Konigsgratz, continued there till the 
beginning of Auguſt, when it became expedient 
to think of W the "_w_ of the 
Ruſſians. 


Mr KIT was detained by ſickneſs from 
| following the King, and being along with him 
at the battle of Forndorf. But if he eſca- 
ped the dangers which might have threatened 
him there, his end, nevertheleſs, was faſt ap- 


proaching; and death, ſo to ſpeak, hovered over 


him, ready to ſtrike the fatal blow, Though 
ſcarcely recovered, he went to Breſlau, to join 
the King; who, immediately after defeating 
the Ruſſians, ſet about the meaſures that were 
neceſſary to fruſtrage the projects of Marſhal 
Daux. On the 114th of October, Marſhal 
, KniTH was at Radewitz, eſcorting a grand 
convoy to the King's army. Daux had been 
watching an opportunity of attacking the Pruſ- 
ſians to advantage; but in vain. At length 

| he berhought himſelf, that the night-time 
might be more favourable to his deſigns than 
the, day; and, in the end, he actually ſur- 
- priſed the Pruſſian camp, betwixt Bautzen and 
Huochlircꝶ, the 14th of October, before break 
of day. The noiſe of the cannon alarmed Mr 
KEITH 
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KerTHn, who got immediately on horſeback, 
and haſted where his preſence was moſt neceſ- 
| fary, and, of conſequence, into the very midſt 
of danger. Three different times did the ef- 
forts of his bravery force the Auſtrians to 
give way. The darkneſs did not prevent his 
dealing around him the moſt terrible and un- 
erring blows. But theſe fatal ſtrokes drew all 
the attention of the enemy towards him, and 
they diſtinguiſhed him by his voice. They be- 
lieved that his deſtruction, could they atchieve 
it, would be equal to the gaining of a battle. 
This unhappy project proved but too ſuccefsful. 
He received two wounds in the belly, and a 
cannon ball brought down his horſe. Endea- 
vours were uſed to place him again on horſe- 
back; but, unable to ſuſtain himſelf, he fell 
down among the hands of thoſe who were aſſiſt- 
ing him, and expired on the field of battle, in 
the bed of honour. The Auſtrian General, 
by this ſtroke, rendered ir indeed a fatal night 
to the Prufians; by whom however he was 
repulſed ſo vigorouſly, that he reaped no fruit 
from this ſurpriſe ; as it neither hindered the 
King' s relieving Neiſs, nor prevented bis re- 
maining maſter of Saxony. General Lascy 
Tan the body of the Marſhal in the 

F midiſt 
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midſt of the ſlain, and cauſed it to be interred 


with all military honours. Berlin, however, 
was anxious to become the depolitary of the 
precious remains of its worthy Cove bol, and 
obtained liberty to tranſport them thither. On 
this occaſion, new obſequies were performed on 
the 3d of February 1759, with great funeral 
pomp and ſolemnity. 


Tu Us diſappeared | one of the greateſt men 
of the age. A man worthy to be compared with 


Fd thoſe illuſtrious names which raiſed Greece and 


ancient Rome to all their height of glory. His 
countenance was expreſſive of his character: 


his ſtature, rather above the middle ſize, but of a 
make extremely well proportioned; his comple- 


xion, brown, eyebrows thick, and his features Ve- 


ry agreeable; but above all, he had an air of ſo 


much goodneſs, that it quite gained the heart 


at his very firſt appearance, His demeanour was 
like, that of a, reſpectable father of a family, 


which. challenged reverence, but, much more 
ſtrongly challenged love; his conſtitution was 
remarkably vigorous, till weakened by the incre- 
dible fatigues which he underwent; yet the vi- 


gour of his ſpirit far ſurpaſſed that of his body. 
He would have made a great figure. in the ſci- 
ences and in literature, ** not his life been ſo 

ut much 


4 
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much occupied in the manner we have ſeen. 
Nevertheleſs, there have been few Generals fo 
eminent as he was in this reſpe&t. He ſpoke 
Engliſh, French, Spaniſh, Ruſſian, Swedifh, and 
Latin, and was able to read the Gree# authors. 
His ordinary converſation was in French, in 
which language he expreſſed himſelf perfectly 
well, and with great preciſion, being one that 
did not ſpeak much. He had ſeen all the Courts 
of EuxopE great and ſmall, from that at A. 
vignon, to the reſidence of the Khanof Tartary; 
and accommodated himſelf to every place, as if it 
had been his native country. General, Mini- 
ſter, Courtier, Philoſopher; all theſe characters, 
however different in themſelves, were in him u- 
nited. The moſt profound ſcholars have been 
known to leave his company quite in an ecſtaſy, 
and ſcarcely believing their own ears, 


| r beyond all contradiction, he chiefly ex- 
celled in military affairs. When we take a re- 
view of his life, we are confounded with the 
great variety of his brave exploits, and are 
ſcarce able to follow him thro' that number of 
places where he acquired renown. But that 
which ought to render his memory forever pre- 
cious is, that he was a hero extremely hu- 
mane; 

7 
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mane; never omitting to do any thing in his 
power, that might ſoften and alleviate the cala- 
mities of war, leſſen the number of its miſeries, 
and, in ſome meaſure, relieve thoſe whom it had 
rendered wretched. 


H ſhunned all frivolous amuſements, and 
knew always how to employ himſelf in a man- 
ner becoming his dignity. He was ſtill the 
great man, even among his domeſtics, who ne- 
ver beheld him do any thing that might dero- 
gate from his character, tho? at the ſame time 
they were captivated with the goodneſs with 
which he treated them. Were we to draw a 


parallel, he could not be more fitly compares 


— than with ARISTIDES. 


ALrHo' he had the greateſt ſenſibility of 
heart, and was not entirely void of that tender 
paſſion, which never diſhonoured a hero but 
when'it enſlaved him ; yet, he lived a batche- 
lor, and did not run the riſk of tranſmit- 
ting his great name to heirs that might be inca- 
pable of ſupporting it wes 
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